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DISCOURSE 


UP Q.N 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


LL Men muit make an exact Enquiry into 
their paſt Lives, becauſe all are Sinners, and 
ſuch muſt humble themſelves for what is paſt, and 
be on their Guard for the future. 

Even thoſe who profeſs Piety, and live exempt 


| from groſs Crimes, muſt examine attentively before 


God, the Imperfeftion and little Solidity of their 
' Virtues. Without this Examination which preſerves 
zus in Humility, Fear, and diſtraſt of ourſelves ; 


| even our Virtues may become Snares or at leaſt 
prove to us extremely dangerous, by inſpiring us 
with preſumptuous Confidence, they make us pleaſed 


with ourſelves, ſo that we paſs our Lives in a State 


of Tilufion ; how many do we ſee, who vpon a vain | 


Confidence of their good Intentions, enter upon un- 


warrantable Conducts? People who are ſo groſly 
miſtaken in themſelves that they give Scandal, and 
Mock their Neighbours, whilſt they imagine that 
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they pleaſe and ediſy them; nothing ſo fit as ſuch 
Examples to make us enter into ourſelves, and en- 
quire what we are perhaps we are like theſe de- 
ceived People, perhaps others look on us with the ſame 
coatcmptuous Pity. "Uhete People have a good inten- 
tion, and believe their Conduct upright, as we think 
ours; are we not in Ertrror ? Do we not flatter our- 
ſelves as they do? It is Self-Love which flatters them, 
and have not we the ſame Seducer within us? 

Let us then examine var Paths, the Entrance of 
which may be ſmooth, and the End of them Death. 
We owe ſuch Lore to God, that our Devotion ſhou'd 
become Irreprehenfible, as ſuch Numbers dit 
figure it by their Weakneſs and Indiſcretion, we 
ſhould endeavour to retrieve it's Honour by a dit- 
ferent Conduct. What do we nut owe to Piety ? 
Which hath delivered us from an infinite Number 
of Errors, that hath conquered our Paſſions and Ha- 
bits, and given us a Diſguſt to the poiſoned Plea- 
ſures of the World, which hath touched us, and 
convinced us of the ſalutary Truths of Religion, 
and which hath protected us from the cunning Snares 
*of Satan. | 

And ſhall we be ungrateful for theſe Benefits ? 
Shall not every one of us give up his favourite In- 
clination in ſpite of Self Love; and adorn the Doc- 
triaes of God our Saviour with all Wiſdom. Of all 
Things we muſt beware of judging of our Virtues 
by Appearances: The deceitful Ballances of the 
World, which the Scripture calleth abominable, are 
entirely different from thoſe with which God weigheth 
our Actions. God who ſearcheth Hearts, often finds 
diſguiſed Paſſions in them which he condemneth, tho? 
the Outſide appeareth virtuous and exemplary in the 
Eyes of the World: Now it is certain, that God 
regardeth not the Outfide, that a ſuperficial Virtue 
can never dazzle him, let us then never be content 
or dazzled by it; but examine ourſelves, and try 
whether what is eſſential to Piety, be in our 
Sentiments and Actions? Whether our Piety is _ 
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ſul and unaſfected, conſtant and diſintereſted? Whe- 
ther it doth good and concealeth it? Whether it 
doth not endeavour to pleaſe Men, or at leaſt de- 
ſireth it no faither than it is pleaſing to God. 

A Piety in ſhort which maketh us forget our- 
ſelves, excepting when we are to correct our Faults, 
or perform our Duty; once more let us make this 
Examination i the Preſence of God, and fee whether 
our Piety be of this Kind, and let us examine it in 
Relation to IK ourſelves, and our Neighbours, 
1 one of us ſhould examine himſelf whe— 
ther he be in the Dilpotition which he ouvht to be 
in Roles jon to God; and without which all his 
Ficiy, how fervent focver it nay appear Outwardy, 
will have no Solidity. 

Do we love to fuffer for God? 

Are we willing to die to be united to him? 

Are we pleaſed to think of him? 

And laſtly, are we determined to abandon our- 
telves to his Conduct? 

It is by examining ourſelves in theſe four Par- 
ticulars, that we ſhall diſcover thc true State of 
our H:arts, | 

Firſt, do we love to ſuffer for God? I do not 
mean a Sort of vague Love of Sufferings which 
ſieweth itſelf in Words, and which faileth in A&ions, 
a Love of Suffering which confiſleth only in an 
llabit of Talking "magnificently and affectionately 
of the Exc: ellency and. l'rice of Croſſes, whilit we 
ſiy them with Delicacy, and ſeek for every Thing 
that can render Life ſoft and ſenſual. Once more, 
I. do not ſpeak of that imaginary Spirituality which 
maketh us talk of nothing but Reſignation, Patience, 
Joy in Tribalation, whilſt we are ſenſible to the 
leaſt Inconvenience, and by our whole Conduct 
teitify that we will never lufſer any Thing from 
any One, or want for any Thing we can get. 

St Paul had very different Sentiments from ſuch 
Chriltains, when he faid he found himſelt filled with 
all manner of Joy and Conſolation when his Body 
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enjoyed no reſt, and that he experienced the rudeſt 
I ribulations ; Combats from without, Fears from 
within, We mult not imagine that the Zeal of this 
great Apoſtle need not be imitated by us, under Pre- 
tence that the Souls of our Days are leſs ſtrong, leſs 
elevated. To you it is given (as a Favour) ſaith the 
Apoſtle, not only to believe on him, but alſo to ſuf. 
fer for him, He makes here no Exceptions of Place 
and Age. Content not yourſelves then, with offering 
a barren Faith to God ; offer him an humble Heart, 
willing to ſuffer for him; in vain do you follow Jh. 
Ch1i/ if you bear not his Croſs ; he ſaith himſelf, 
awhcever will be my Servant, he muſt take up his Creſi 
daily, and follow me ; (without Exception) if we hope 
to reign with him we muſt ſuffer with him. Theſe two 
States have a neceſſary Connexion, it is the Road he 
trod, he left us no other, and dare you complain of a 
Law fourded on ſuch an Example? If you ſuffer for 
Jeſus Chi, you ſuffer to imitate and pleaſe him, to 
merit the Joy which he hath promiſed to thoſe who 
Veep. The Hopes of a Chriſtian is to ſuffer here, 
and be happy hereafter; the falſe Goods of this Life 
are made for thoſe who hope for, or ſeek no other; 
the Evils of Life are deſtined by the Mercy of God to 
cle&t Souls; whom he will looſen from this World, 
which is ſo corrupt; and fo prepare them for Immen- 
fity of Happineſs, in endleſs Duration. To ſeek fer 
Happineſs here, is to forget our Exile, to ren.cunce 
the Hopes of our Country. St. Cyprian told all Chriſ- 
tians chat in taking the venerable Name of Chriltian, 
they devoted themſelves to all Sorts of Sufferings pre- 
ſent, and ſenſible, in Ex;eftation of an inviſible and 
eternal Good; that the Heirs of a crucified Saviour, 
Ware not permitted to fear either Pains, or Death. 
Theſe are Troths that we often repeat to others, but 
do ve ſay them to ourſelves ? Let us fincerely com- 
pare the Sentiments of our Hearts, with the Principles 
of the Religion we profeſs, were 1 thoroughly con- 
vinced, that a Chriſtian Life is a Life of Patience, and 
of continually renouncing my own Inclinations, did I 
love 7% Chrift for humbling bimlelf and ſi ſuffering for 
me, 
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me, ſhould I not humble myſelf and love to ſuffer for 
him, in a Time of Danger ſhould I content myſelf with 
only talking of Croſſes? Should I give Leſſons on this 
Subject to others, and not apply them to myſelf ? 

Should 1 be ſo impatient under the leaſt Infirmity, 
ſo diicouraged at the croſs Actidems of Life, ſo un- 
eaſy in its Wants and Hurries ? $0 delicate and ſenſible 
in the Miſreckonings upon human © Friendſhips, ſo 
Jealous, fo ſuſpicious, ſo apt to dilagree with thoſe I 
ought to manage, o ſevere in correcting the Faults of 
others ? So gentle and unmortified when I ſhould mor- 
tify my own ? 

Should 1 be ſo ſudden and haſty in my Anger, when 
deſpiſed and contradicted, which are all ſo many Croſſes 
that God lays upon me, to ſanctiſy me by them ? Is it 
not ſcandalous in thoſe who profeſs themſel ves follow- 
ers of 7e/u; Chrift crucified, that they ſhould however 
by their Delicacy, be the irreconcil:able Enemies to 
the Croſs, as St. Paul expreſſeth it? 

We cannot ſeparate Chi and the Croſs on which 
he was crucified for us, aud by which he hath drawn 
us forever to himſelf. 

When will that too juſt Reproach ceaſe, that Church- 
men are too indulgent, too luxurious, too fond of Pre- 
ferment, and careleſs of Souls ; that Mortification and 
Sel {denial is ſcarce mentioned by them, much leſs 
practiſed ; and yet there is no true Devotion without 
thele. 

They object to us, that we will ſerve God with every 
Conve 2nience, ſigh after the other Life, enjoying all the 
Sweetneſs of this, and whilſt we declare againſt Self- 
love, take all Sorts of Precautions not to ney it in 
any Inſtance in ourſelves. 

The ſecond Point, is, are we diſpoſed to die, to 
be united to J. Chrift St. Paul, who formed this 
noble Wiſh, was deſirous that Chriſtians filed with the 
Hopes of Immortality, ſhould ſigh to be delivered 
from the Weight of their mortal Bodies ; and St. 
Aug uſfitne explaining this Truth in its full Extent, ſaith, 


That eh of 5 0 and love 27 Death, "a are inſepar- 
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able Diſpeſitions, the Love of theſe two Lives combat 
in cach other in imperfect Souls. The Love of this 
paſiing World is ſo violent in them, that they poſſeſs it 
wich Pleaſure, and loſe it with Regret. The Perfection 
on the contrary, of Souls very faithful to God, is, 
that they ſupport Life with Patience, and leave it with 
Joy, continually longing to go to their bleſſed Inheri- 
tance, to Which all things here below appear vile 
and mean, 

Let none pretend, ſaith St. Auguſtine, that they only 
deſire to liue, in order to grow more virtuous, The 
Truth is, that they are not virtuous enough to with to 
Die. Not being willing to die, does nct proceed from 
aſpiring to an higher Degree of Virtue, but from hav- 
ing obtained but a low One. Neither let us alledge 
the Fear of God's Judgments to juſtify that of Death; 
if we only feared the Judgments of God in our Paſſage 
to Eternity, this Fear inſpired by the Holy Ge, would 
be moderate, peaceable, and religious; the Perfection 
of our Love to God, ſaith St. 7%, corfiſterh in our 
having Confidence in bis Day of Fudgment, for perfect 
Love rabeth out Fear. If we love him as our Fatner, 
ſhould we fear him as our judge; even ſo as to fly his 
Preſence ? Should, we have thoſe baſe Fears which 
trouble, which deject us! Thoſe vain Alatm3 that we 
teel, when the Lord knockeih at the Door, and by 
Sickneſs telleth that Death is near, We weep for the 
Death of thoſe we love, and fear our own, as if we 
had no Hope. To obſerve the vain Projects that we 
make to lengthen Life, and make it agreeable, who 
would believe that we expect another happy and eternal 
Liie, which this ſhort and miſerable one only ſetveth 
to retard, It is not ſurprifing, that thoſe who confine 
their Hopes to this Life, fear the End of it; Death is 
a real Misfortune 'to ſuch as would not be united to 
Jeſas Chriſt; and who, do not hope to reign with him in 
Eternity; but for thoſe to whom. Religion hath ſhewed 
a new and aſſured Way, to enter into a new Life, and 
whoſe Hopes are full of Immortality; can they re- 
concile theſe high and ſolid Hopes with Fear, and a 
gonſtant Purſuit of trifing Amuſements, which 5 

their 
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their Progreſs in Virtue, and keep thein here below by 
Inclination? We may conclude, that our Faith and 
Piety are very weak and languiſhing, when they can- 
not overcome the Fear of Death. We muſt needs ſee 
in a very confuſed Manner the great Privileges, Hopes, 
and Promiſes of Chriſtianity, not to defire to end Mi- 
ſery, and begin Happineſs. This is preciſcly then, 
what each of us mult examine himſelf upon. 

Am I prepared to Die! 

Were | to die preſently, ſhould I not regret any of 
the Creatures which ſurround. me? Is there not ſome- 
thing which thought indifferent to me, that however 
cannot leave without Pain ? Am 1 not blinded fo far 
as to hug my Chains, and love my Slavery? I muſt 
not deceive myſelf by a falſe Courage, is it true, that 
my Love to 7:/us Chriji overcometh my Fear, and na- 
tural Averſion to Death? 

Do l uſe this World as if I uſed it not? Am I im- 
patient to be no longer ſubject to its Vanities? Is there 
nothing allowed by me which prevents theſe Deſires, 
and flatters Self love? D» I not endeavour to render 
my Life ſweet and agreeable by the Amulements of 
Lite which I reckon innocent, but which, however, 
form in my Heart Attachments contrary to the 
Deſigns of God for mie? And ain 1 wiling to break 
theſe Chains? 

In ſhort, do I prepare myſelf ſeriouſly for Death? 
Js it upon this Meditation that I regulate each parti- 
cular Action of any Lite ? 

When Death arrives with its Rigours, Pains, and 
Weakneſs, tha.l 1 be prepared to receive the fatal Blow 
with Conftaucy ? What will become of my Fortitude 
in theſe laſt Mr ments, when I ſhall find myſelf be. 
twixt two Worlds ; this vaniſhing from my Sight for- 
ever, and Eternity opening i:felf to receive me? The 
Hopes of ſecing Y. Chrift, that Object of all others 
the moſt amiable, and delightful, ſhould certainly 
comfort us againſt Death, tho' hideous to Nature, 

Yet how doth it happen, that People profeſling 
Piety, often fear it as much as others? That the leaſt 
Infirmity alarms and dejects them, and one may ob- 
EC as: A 5 8 ſervs 
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ſerve as much anxious Care and Delicacy for their Pre- 


ſervation, as in worldly People; muſt we not confeſe, 


that this is ſhameful ? In vain do we prepare for 
Death by a retired and pious Life, if this Preparation 
only ends in being ſurprized and troubled at whatever 
Hour that Death may arrive. 

Are we delighted to think of God? That is to ſay, 
do we feel a fincere Joy when we Pray to him, when 
we meditate in his Preſence on the Truths of Religion, 
Prayer is the Meaſure of Love, as we arc more fer- 
vent in Prayer, we are more elevated in divice Love. 

Who loves much prays much, 
Who loves little prays little. 

He whoſe Heart is ſtrictly united to God, has not fo 
high a Pleaſure as that of never loſing his Preſence. 
He ieels a ſenſible Delight in ſpeaking to God, think- 
ing of his eternal Truths, adoring his Goodneſs, ad- 
miring his Works ; praiſing his Mercy, charmed with 
his Power and Wiſdom, abandoning kimieclf to his 
Providence ; in this Commerce of the Creature with 
God, it unboſoms its Cares, Fears, Anxicties, to the 
tendereit of Fathers, and it receives eaſe by opening its 
Heart to its moſt faithſul Friend, it ſhews with Con- 
fidence its Weakneſſes, and ever finds God a Reſource 
in all Evils, a Shelter from all Adverfity. As we are 
imperſect during Life, never exempt from Sin, all the 
Life of a Chriſtian muſt paſs in Penitence for our Faults, 
and 'Thankfulneſs to God for his Goodneſs, and it is 
in the Exerciſe of Prayer that we can aſk Pardon of 
Ged ſor our Ingratitude, and thank him for his Mercy, 
Piety is never perfected in us but by Fidelity in Prayer. 
God will make us feel by Experience, that we can 
only obtain his Love from him, that this Love which 
alone is Religion, and the only Happineſs of our Souls, 
can neither be acquired by the Reflections of our Un- 
deiſtindings, nor the natural. Efforts of our Hearts, 
only by the gratuiteus F fuſion of the Holy Ghost. 

This Love is ſuch a Gift, that God alone will give 
it, but it mult be to thoſe who aſł it; thus we mult by 
a faitiiful and conſtant Application to God earneſtly beg 
this Love that we may obtain it. 
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We may blame-ourſelves if our Piety hath not that 

Solidity and Confidence which is certainly produced by 
a good Prayer,for without this Exerciſe, by which 'we 
imprint frowply in our Minds and Hearts, all the 
Truths of Religion, by which, we accuſtom ourfelves 
happily to taſte and follow them'; all the Sentiments 
of Piety which paſs thro" the Mind unattended to, are 
only tranfient” Fervors that paſs away. Let us Pray 
then, but Always with'a View to our Duties, let us 
not Pray to be more enlightened and ſpiritual in Words, 
but to become more kumble, more teachable, more pa- 
tent; more chiritable, more modeſt; more p pare, and 
more diſintereſted in every Inſtance of our Conduct; 
withodt this, our Aſſiduity in Prayer very far from ber 
ing fruitful and efficacious, will be full of Ilufion for 
us, and Scandal fo? our Neighbour. Of Illuſion to us; 
how miny Examples have we of People whoſe Prayers 
only nouriſh their Pride, and miſlead their Imagina- 
tions? Or Scandal to our Neighbours, For is chere 
any Thing more ſcandaldus than to ſee a Perſon who 
rays conttantly' wrthout correcting His Faults, who 
comes from p. -avers 4s uncaſy, chagreœened, angry, 
proud, and intereſted as he was before \ -prayed, 
Hie eve ave determined to abandon ' ourſelves to 
G8d\evith' Confidvice Dao awe d. end up9n his Providence 
ar bur het RHfhuji, Or have ace vol baths r a Pprlitical 
PoovVitlentr that tt er and a i renders 
t unthorthy" of Fee Mauer of * U ! Providbhct of 
God? N \ 

Phe Generali) af hoſe" Who wall 6 give theriſelves 
to God, are like the young Gentlemari I the Goſpet ;, 
they have ſome'Reſferve, and that Reſerve - prevents 
their Perfection, and prevents their being accepted of 
by God ; they would both fain ſerve God and Mam- 
mon, but they canndt' ſerve 1 wo, Maſters. 

The eſſential Diſpoſition of! A Heart devoted to 
64; is to depend on him for every Thing, uſing the 
Means he hath ordained for the obtaining of them, 
and after having done ſo, reſt! affured that God is Ma- 
iter of all Events. 

* We 
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We ſmuſt cach 1 ſuppreis the covetouſneſe of 
Nature, which inceſia: ily fears the Loſs of whut it 
poſſeſſeth, and defireth the Poſſeſuon of What it bath 
not. We muſt geſire nothing, will nothing, which may 
trouble or diſturb the JYetigns of God for us. 

We mult be,continually upon our Guard againk Self- 
Love, which inceflantly endeavours to make us amends 
by the Amuſement of lit:le Things, for the vacrifice! of 
greater, which we have mage to God. For cay there 
be any Thing more deplorable, than to fee People, 
who after having taken the firit Steps towards, Pertec- 
tion, look back, and appriekend that they ſhall do too 
much ?, 6 1 
However, can we ſay that many Souls are exempt 
from this Baſereſls ? 
| Is it not true, that this Gift of 45h 4 ny to God, 
by. our Manner of ſerving him, reduces this Gift and 
Service almoſt to nothing. 

We almoſt make our 4piritual latereſis give place to 
our temporal Ones; we would accompliſh our Duties 
and ſatisfy our Conſciences, but we, will do this with 
ſo many Conditions, we are ſo fearful, ſo cautious, 
leſt we ſhould do or ſuffer too much to pleaſe God, 
that in Effet, we do little or nothing; we foreſce 22 
many Inconveniencies, we will aſſure ourſelves of ſo 
many Conſolations and, Afiiſtances, that inſenſibly we. 
reduce the: Practice of Chriſtianity ta the Faſhions of, 
the World. by our. laugujſhing timorous Performance of 
it's Duties. Why do ſo many undertake good Works 
without Succeſs "Becauſe they do not renounce them- 
ſelves in theſe Undge: takings. Such timorous dilcreet: 
Worldlings, have not the Generolity and Force which 
are neceſſary to uphold the Deſigns of God. No, 
God will diſdain to, bleſs theſe Conducts which are 100; 
human, (-om ſuch. proceed f 6 hk and a mi- 
ſetahle Dilchazge of all Duties. God pours his Riches 
with divine Protuhon,. but. it is upon thoſe Perſons who, 
iavoke bim, who will truſt in none bet him, and not 
to ſuch as will pre vent his Providence, and never be 
reduced to truſt to it. 
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It is Time to conſider our Diſpoſitions in regard to 
ourleives. 

Let us examine ourſelves, whether our Zeal be not 
unprudent, under the Cloak of Religion? 

| Whether our Prudence be not worluly Policy? 

Whether our Devotion be not the Effects of our 
Humour ? 

Whether our Charity is not an Amuſement ? Here 
are four Queſtions which we ſhould put to ourſelves, 

Fir, is not our Z,cal imprudent ? Let all Roots of 
Buiterneſs be detiroyed in vou, ſaid St. Paul, there. is 
a bitter Zeal which muſt be corrected, to hear it, all 
malt ne ſubmit to 1's Centures; all mult be ri— 
goroutly juciged by it ; but obſerve the Original of 
tuis pretended Ze al, it is becauſe our Neigh bours þ aults 
ſhock our:, our Vanity cannot bear another's Vanity, 
Oor Haugntineſs makes their Pride inf pportable, our 
Reilleſſneſs deteſts their Sloth, our Spleen, their Amuſe- 
ments, our Intereitednets, their Cunning and Addreſs 
to cheat us. Were we Faultleis, we ſhould leſs feel 
the Detects of tloie we are obliged to live with; it is 
even certain, that. this Contrariety and Sort of Combat 
betwixt our Faults and our NMeigubours, encreaſes the 
Liſt extremely in our Imagina ion already prejudiced. 
Now, can we diicover a more m 0 Source than 
this cenſorious Zeal proceeds from ? 
Did we own fincerelv, that we have rot Virtue 
enough to ſupport patiently the Want of- it in our 
Neigubour, we ſhould icem weak ourſelves, and that 
Vanity forbids; on the contrary, it mult needs change 
our Faults into Virtues, Weakneſs muſt be Force, 
Pride, Zeal ; indeed, an imaginary and often an hy- 
pocritical Zeal : For, is it not admirable to obſerve 
how quiet and indifferent we are to thofe Faults in o- 


thers which give us no Trouble, whilit this fire Zeal 


is kincled in us, againſt thoſe who raiſe our Jealouſy, 


tire our Patience, or thwart our Intereſts. A conve-' 


nient Zeal this, which is only exerted for ourſelves, we 
with to Riſe by the Faults of others. Were our Zeal 
a Chriſtian one, jt would begin at Home, and we 
ſhould be ſo much taken vp with our own Defects, 
Miſeries, 
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Miſeries and Faults, that we ſhould: ſcarce have Time 
(even from Charity) to think of thoſe of others. If 
we could prevail on ourſelves to do ſo, it mult proceed 
from an Obligation of Conſcience thus to inſpe& the 
Conduct of our Neighbour, even when we were indiſ— 
penſibly bound to watch over him; and even in that 
Caſe, we ſhould act with great Precaution for our- 
ſelves, according to the Advice of the Apoflle, 
Gal. vi. 1. Correct thy Brother avith Gentleneſi, left 
thou ſhouldefl be tempted, whiiſt thou art helping him 
out of Temptation. In corr&iing his ill Humour, you 
run a Riſque of following your own, in ſuppreſſing his 
Pride and angry Pailions, you may kindle your own, 
Alas! Beware then, of ſo zealoufly providing for the 
Perfection of your Neighbour, as to forget your own. 
It would be very imprudent Zeal to neglect our own 
Affairs, and preſide over thoſe of others. It is trve, 
that the Zeal which animates a Chriſtian for the Cor- 
rection of his Brother, when it is both pure and pru- 
dent, is a Zeal which is highly pleaſing to God; but 
we are not to believe it is diſinfereſted, unleſs it bears 
the Marks of the Wiſdom from above, which is ft 
pure, then gentle, and alwavs ſweet and moderate. For 
the Zeal which kindles againſt our Neighbour, which 
will forgive him nothing, which will needs have him 
think as we do, before he is convinced, and which» will 
tormerit him if he doth not, ſuch a Zeab is earthly, 
ſenſual, deviliſh, all that is done or ſaid with Warmth 
ig not fit for the Information, or Correction of our 
Brother. Where do we perceive any good Effects from 
theſe hard Conducts? We muſt. gain Hearts when Re- 
ligion is in Queſtion, and Hearts are gained by Marks 
af Love and Condeſcenſion. It is not ſufficient to have 
Reaſon on our Side, we ſpoil, we diſhonour Reaſon, 
when we ſupport it with an over-bearing Arrogance. 
Conviction: muſt be free, it is by Sweetneſs and Aﬀec- 
tion that we gain Minds, that we difpoſe them to liſten' 
to Truth, and to ſuſpect their old Opinions; Mens 
Prejudices muſt be ript, not torn from them. We 
muſt firſt convince them that we love them, and this 
will inſpire them with the neceſſary Confidence in us 
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to be of Uſe to them ; and encourage them to con- 
quer their former Errors and Habits. Selt-love, never 
fails to riſe againll ill humoured Councils, however juſt 
they may be. Even Gcd doth not bleſs ſuch Conduct, 
for the Wrath of Man worketh not his Righteouſneſs, 

Is not our Prudence worldly Policy? 't his fleſhly 
Wiſdom the Apoille ſays is but Death, for it is not ſub- 
mitted to the Will of God, and cannot be to, There 
is an abſolute Incompatibility between this Wiſdom 
from below and the Wiſdom from above; it is this 
carthiy Policy which reſiſteth the Spirit of God, grieves 
it, and traverſes the Deſigns wich he hath for the 
Perfection ot our Souls. 

T his is the Wiſdom by which a Chriſtian ſhuts him— 
ſelf up in himſelf, and truſts to his own Light of Rea- 
ſon entirely, and thereby fruſtrateth the greateſt of 
God's Gifts, GRACE. This earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh 
Wiſdom, ſo often reproved in the Goſpel, is however 
deep rooted in the Hearts of moſt Chriſtians, how 
many human Conſiderations do we daily fee fruſtrate 
the Works of God ? How many imaginary faſhionable 
Decencies flop the Mouths of Chriſtians, when the 
moſt ſacred Truths are boldly attacked, thus we baſely 
give up to the World wiat is molt holy and moſt 
venerable. 

Formerly Chriſtians were a People who deſpiſed the 
il! founded Contempt of the World, to ſerve God 
with Liberty. A: prelem Chriſtians, and even ſome of 
thoſe retired from the World, tear it's Cenſures, 
deſire it's Approbation, and regulate their Conduct 
and Opinions upon certain Prej idices, by which the 
World praiſes and blames as it pleaſeth. 

It ſeems, that this timid Weakneſs was never car- 
ried ſo far as at preſent, for we regulate by this world- 
ly Prudence, Works which relate to the Glory of 
God; and determine how far each particular Perſon 
ſhould practiſe Virtue. And from a thouſand Con- 
ſiderations merely human, dare not undertake for the 
Intereſt of God, any Thing which is not to the Taſte 
of the World. 

Yet 
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Yet we conſult the World though a declared Enemy 
to God, in Relation to the molt holy Matters, we do 
not conſult i: ſo far as not to give juſt Offence, which 
is Right, but we conſult it to accommodate it's vain 
Maxims with Chriſtian Piety ; and make our good 
Actions depend upon it's Deciſions, this worldy Prudence 
infects molt People. How many vain Deſires to gain 
or keep the Favout of thoſe in Authority? How many 
flattering Cares to gain their Elteem, to be conſidered 
and taken Notice of by them ? What Regrets and 
Uneaſineſs when we fail in our Attempts this Way? 
What Grief when welofe theſe vain Confolations ? 

When we ſerve God with theſe Relerves, we lerve 
him weakly, wedivide our Hearts and our Cares be- 
twixt him and a thouſand Things unworthy to enter 
into Competition with him, in this Situation God mult 
wait for Occaſions, his Service muſt give Way to 
Times and Seaſons, not only he mult wait, but he muit 
often be refuſed. It is true, we defire his Glory, we 
wiſh to do good, but we wiſh it upon ſuch Conditions, 
as make our good Intentions vanith, tor we Can never 
ſerve two Malters. 

We drag along, faith St. Auguſtine, a weak and lan- 
guiſhing Will to the Practice ot Virtue, which amuſcs 
our Minds, without changing our Hearts. 

Who amongſt us defireth Ferfection as he ought to 
deſire it? Whoamongtt us deſires Perfection more than 
Pleaſure, more than Honour? Who amongſt us loves 
Chriſtian Perfection ſo much, as to ſacrifice all Amuſe- 
ments which are contrary to it? Let us ende avour from 
this Moment to regulate our Prudence by the Spirit of 
God, Let it not be a preſumptuous Prudence accom- 
modated to the Diſſimulation of the Age, let us be 
prudent to do Good, and ſo innocent if poſſible, as not 
to know Evil. Let us have that greateſt of all Pru- 
dence to glorify God, to advance his Intereſt, and do 
Honour to Religion by our Lives, and may we 
then forget ourſelves, and think we are unprofitable 
Servants ! 
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Is not our Devotion the Effect of our Humour: 
The Apoſtle forctelling the Dangers which threatened 
Religion, ſaid, There ſhould ariſe vain Men, lowers if 
themſelves, ſuch are to be ſeen cvery Day in all States 
of Life, even amongſt retyed Chriſtians, there are 
People who leave the World and it's Vanities to ſatisfy 
a melancholy ſour Diſpoſition ; others are mild and 
quiet from Indolence, rather than Virtue, there are 
Devotions of every Conititution, tho' but one Goſpel, 
and every one adjuſts it to his particular Inclinations, 
whereas Chriſtians ſhould continually reſiſt their Inclina- 
tions, to conform to this holy Rule, and not bend it to 
their Humours, Yet where ſhall we find this admir- 
able Conformity to all it's Precepts.? We fee every 
where Religion dishgured by Peoples Attempts to re- 
gulate it to their low Conceptions of it, to their Van- 
cies and Caprices. 

One is fervent at Prayer, but hard, ſevere, and cen- 
ſorious, unable to overlcok and pardon the Weakneſſes 
and Follies of others Arocher talks well on the Sub- 
ject of Reſignation and Croſics, but cannot bear the 
leaſt Contradiction or Diſappointment. . Some will faſt 
and mortitie their Bodies, but take no Care to ſweeten 
their Tempers, wiich remain harſh and inſupportable. 
Some are fervent and plcaſed with private Devotion, 
but weary and wandering at publick Worſhip where 
their Duty equally calls them. And ſometimes when 
People diicharge an in portant Fart of Duty well, they 
imagine they may be excuſed from the common Ones 
which every Hour furniſheth : Is it not deplorable, 
that ſome People otherwiſe good, perſwade themſelves, 
becauſe they practiſe ſome Virtues which give them 
Trouble, that this gives them a Jide to be trouble- 
ſome to others, and to flatter themſclves in their Pre— 
dominant Inclinations. It would indeed be better to be 
gentler both to yourſelf and others, ard not to be {a 
zealous, and troubleſome at once, ſet every Virtue init's 
Place, according to your Meaſure of Grace, and do 
not pretend to practiſe them at the Expence of others? 

Juſtice and Charity are the firſt of all human Vir- 
tues, Why ſhould you attach yourſelf to others in pre- 
| judice 
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judice of theſe? Or to theſe, in Prejudice of each 
other ? As for [nftance, ſome People ihould be juſt, 
before they become generous, be {tridt to yourſelf, but 
be humble, be zealous for the Reformation - of others, 
but be good humoured, charitable, polite and courteous. 
Do all you can for the glory of God, but begin with 
the Duties of your Station, without this univerſal 
Attention and Obedience to God's Commands, 
your Virtues will degenerate into Whims, and your 
Example wiil deter from, and not invite People to 
Religion. It is the Sign of a great Degree of Grace, 
to bear with a ſanill Degree of it in others. Why is 
Picty decryed by Men of the World ? Becauſe wrong- 
headed People reduce it to the Practice of low ſuper- 
fluous Things, and forſake what is eſſential to it. 

Is not our Charity an Amaſement? Are not our 
Friendſhips vaia and ill choſen ? Is not it true, that we 
are oftner ſaithleſs to God by our Friendſhips, than 
from our Enmities, there is ſo terrible a Law which 
forbids hating our Neighbour, that when we ſurprize 
ourſelves in Sentiments of Hatred and Revenge, that 
Animoſity gives us Horror, and we make halle to be 
reconciled to our Brother; but as to our Friendſhips, 
it is not the ſame, we are convinced that nothing is 
{weeter, more innocent and natural, or more conform- 
able to Charity than to love our Brethren, even Reli— 
gion ſerves as a Pretence to the 'T'emotation. 

Thus we are not enough upon our Guard, in re- 
lation to our Friendſhips, we form them often without 
Choice, and from no Rule but Inclination, or blind 
Prejudice ; let us give every Thing we love it's proper 
Rank in our Hearts ; do we love with Preterence thoſe 
we can lead to God, who are fit to lead us to him? Do 
we not ſeek for vain Pleaſures in them? Alas! How 
much frivolous Amuſement in our Friendſhips? How 
much Time loſt in teſtifying it, and often with little 
Sincerity ? How many Heart-openings, and Confiden- 
ces, Which only ſerve to encreaſe Pain and excite Com- 
plaints? How many particular Attachments, which pre- 
vents more univerſal Love? How many Preferences 
that offend. 
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I know it is permitted to love certain Perſons (where 
Merit diſtinguiſh them, or to whom Providence hath 
connected us) with greater Tenderneſs than others. 

But you mult be diſcreet even in theſe Friendſhips, 
they muſt lie in the Boitom of your Heart, and no 
more muſt appear outwardly than what is neceſſary to 
ſhew Eſteem, Gratitude, and the Cordiality of Friend- 
ſhip which we owe them, as to affected Cares and 
Tenderneſſes, they only excite Jealouſy and give Pain 
to others. Even the holieſt Friendſhips muſt keep 
within theſe Bounds (our Duty to our Neighbour.) We 
muſt not only examine the Sentiments of our Hearts, 
but we muſt likewiſe ſtudy the Detail of our AQtions, 
in Relation to our Neighbour, As to outward Conduct, 
we have three Things to do. 


To Condeſecend, 
To Aa, 
To Suffer. 


1. To condeſcend. The Foundation of Peace with all 
Men is Humility, God reſiſteth the Proud, and Men 
through Pride, continually reſiſt each other; thus it is 
eſſential to the Succeſs of every Undertaking where 
Men act in Concert, that they ſhould humble them- 
ſelves. Pride is incompatible with Pride, from thence 
ariſeth all the Diviſions which trouble the World. 

And with ftronger P.eafon, the Works of God which 
are all founded in Humility, can only be ſupported by 
the Means which the Son of God choſe himſelf for his 
great Work, he Eftabiiſhment of Religion. 

ile muſt be ſubmiſſive to every Creature, ſaith St. 
Peter 1. ch. 1. ver. We muſt conquer all Sorts of Diffi- 
culties by a perpetual Patience, and Humility, we mult 
always be ready to perform the loweſt,the moſt deſpicable 
Functions according to the World, and fear thoſe which 
are elevated, and to which ſome Honour and Authority is 
arnexed; we mult fincerely love to be forgotten by the 
World, in obſcurity, conſidering that State as an happy 


Harbour, and avoiding all Things that may take us = 
0 


[ 20 ] 
of it, and procure us ſome Renown, we muſt renounce 
from our Hearts all Reputation of Wit, Virtue, or Me- 
rit, which gives us ſecret Pleaſure, a vile and unworthy 
Recompence which truſtrates thole that God would give 
us, for ſacrifieing all to bim. 

Ina Word, we mutt ſay in an humble Retreat what 
the inſpired King ſaid, whilſt he humbled himſelf to 
honour God in his 'I'riumph. 1 wil flill breome more 
and more vile in my own Eyes, that I may pleaſe theſe of 
God. | 

If we do not love Haimility, we ſhall not ſubjeR our- 
ſelves to it with Pleaſure, if we do not obey with an 
humble Docility, we ovly trouble the Croer and. Regu— 
larity of the World, is it not this fub.le and ditguited 
Pride, ciſguiſed, 1 ay, to others and vurlclves, 
which ſaps by little and little the Fruits of Religion, 
and which corrupts by little and little the Fruits of our 
Virtues, Is it not theſe prefumptuous People who are 
critical, diſdainful, and odd, extreame in their Senti— 
ments? Who, deſirous of redrefling all Things accord- 
ing to their Views, go aſtray, and are incapable of 
accommodating themſelves to other Men; to concur 
with them in the Works of God. 

We muſt ſtifle in the Bottom of our Hs arts all grow- 
ing Jealouſies, little Traps for Praiſe and Honour; a 
vain Defice to pleaſe, to ſucceed to be praiſed, and the 
Fear of {:ciog others preferred to us. We mult con- 
quer tlie Deſite to decide, dictate, and act of ourlelves, 
and the natural Paſſion to govern, and to fee our Senti— 
ments prevail over the Seutiments of others. 

Since Ius Chriſt hath equailed Men of all Condi- 
tions by calling all Men (according to the Apoſtie) it 
followeth, 'I'hart all thoſe Differences which flatter the 
Ambition of Men, are ruined by Chriſtianity, when 
God hath levelled all Men by the Equality of his moſt 
precious Gift Faich, It is in vain to pretend to diſtinguiſh 
ourſelves by Advaiitages which are not real, let each for- 
get if it be neceſlary what they have been, to remember 
what they are, let the Sons and Daughters of God 
deſpiſe all other Titles; and not deſpiſe their n 
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for the want of them, let them neither eſteem them- 
ſelves for natural or acquired Talents, and be foremoſt 
in Deterence and Honours, of others, as St. Paul ſaid, 
Be courtenus to all Min, honcur all Men. Theſe Rules 
are eahly given, but we cannot obey them with the 
ſame Facility. Nature mult firſt be well deſtroyed by 
Grace in our Hearts, to be able conſtantly in every 
Particular to obſerve ſo perfect a Conduct, aud ſo 
humble. 

Not only Pride, but even Spirit and Delicacy, na- 
tural to certain Minds, renders ſuch Conduct extreme- 
ly difficult, for inſtead of reſpecting their Neighbour 
with a true Sentiment of Humility, all their Charity 
conſiſts in enduring them with a Compaſſion very like 
Contempt, you ſee there is much to be done in the beſt 
of us, it is neceſlary to uſe the utmolt Diligence whilſt 
Time ſo ſhort and precious is given to us. Life is ſhort, 
let us make haſte to employ it, let every Moment of it be 
conſecrated to good Works. For when every Thing elſe 
ſhall vaniſh forever from us, e Works of the Tujt will 
be their faithful Companions beyond the Grave, they ſhall 
follow them, faith the Holy Ghoſt, Rev. xiv. 13. 
Beſides, it is certain, as St. Paul finely expreſſeth it, 
That we were created in Jeſus Chriſt for good Works, 
that wwe ſhould walk in them. That is to ſay, according 
to the Language of Scripture, To paſs all our Life 
in this happy Application. Let vs then do Good accord- 
ing to the Power which God hath given us, in the 
State of Life ia which he hath placed us. Let us do 
Good, 


With Diſcernment, 
With Courage, 
With Perſeverance, 


The Love which is called Charity, only acteth to 
increaſe God's Glory, it can ſtop for that Reaſon when 
Diſcretion requireth it, it will not engage inconſiderately 
in diſproportioned Deſigns, TE 
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With Courage, for St. Paul exhorteth us in Ga/, 
Not to fall whilſt we are doing Good thro! want of 
Leal and Faith, 

With Perſeverance. Becauſe we often ſee light, 
eaſy, and inconſtant Minds look back too ſoon ; 
we ſhall every where find Opportunities of doing 
Good, they preſent themſelves to us continually, 
and almoſt every where, the Will to perform them 
fails us. It is true, that we muſt act diſcreetly with 
Precaution and Counſel, leſt, that whilſt we are intenc 
upon the Sandlification of others, we ſhould work in- 
ſenſibly to our own Reprobation : But however, let us 
not be like ſome devout People, who only think of 
themſelves, who retrench their Care and Attention to 
their own Safety, and are inſenſible to that of others; 
Charity tho' prudent, is difintereſted ; and when 
God deigns to make uſe of us, when he truſts (upon 
ſome Occaſions) the Intereſts of his Glory to our Care, 
do you apprehend that he will forget yours? 

Lafily, We mult Suffer. 

I finiſh this Difcourſe with one of the principal 
Truths which I explained from the Beginning. Ves, it 
is neceſſary to ſufier, not only to ſubmit ourſelves to 
Providence, in order to expiate our Faults, and to 
ſanctify us by the Virtues of Affliction, but it is hke- 
wile ofted neceſſary that we ſhould ſuffer, to make the 
Works of .God ſucceed which are intruſted to us; the 
Apoſtles, according to the Picture which the great 
Apoſtle himſelf gives of them, were Men who gave 
themſelves up to all Sorts of injuries, Wrongs, and 
Torments, ſor preaching the Golpel. Some envious and 
artificial People preached the Goſpel, in order to raiſe 
a more cruel Perſecution to St. Puu!, and to render his 
Captivity and Bonds more rude, no Matter, ſaid he, 
provided that their Malice and my Patience in thy La- 
bout, make Jeſus Chr known, theſe are the Senti- 


ments that we ſhould have tor the Deſigns of God, to 


which he maketh us inſtrumental, when their Succeſs 
dependeth on our Sufferings, let us ſuffer with Joy ? 
Happy when God makes his Cauſe ours, and when for 


his Glory, we ſuffer for his Glory. Likewiſe will he 
| himſelf 
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bimſelf, comfort us, and wipe all Tears from our Eyes. 
Whoſoever will ſerve God, mult ſuffer Perſecution, St. 
Paul faith, and the. Wiſe Man ſaith, * My Son, by 
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. engaging yourſelf in the happy Service of God, 
you muſt prepare yourſelf for "Temptations. Pro- 
vide yourſelf with, Courage and Patience, you will 
ſuffer Tribulations and Traverſes, which will ſhake. 


your Conſtancy,, if your Faith and Charity have not 
a ſtrong Foundation, the World, will blame, will 
tempt you, and will not permit you to enjoy even 
your Retirement in Peace, your Friends and your 
Enemies will act in Concert to ruin you, at leaſt to 
fruſtrate your pious Detigns, even thoſe with whom 
you are united to glorily God, will lay in your Way 
a Sort of Temptation, from .an Oppoſition of Hu- 
mours and Sentiments, different Views and Cuſtoms, 
theſe Things will make you ſuffer much from thoſe 
you looked upon as your Support, and Conſolation, 
their Faults and yours will perpetually ſhock each 
other, becauſe you will be every Hour together, if 
Charity doth not ſeeteg ygur Pains, if more than a 
moderate Degree pf \Virive, dotf not remove the 
Bitterneſs of you Sate, if conſtant Fervour in 
Prayer doth nog/lightey.*the Voke of the Lord, it 
will grow ſo heayy,that you will ſink under it. In 
theſe Circumſtances you will be ſo taken up with your 
own Uneaſineſs, that inſtead of working in Union 
with other Labourers in the common Work, that 
you will be reduced to ſeek, to beg, every Hour 
for Counſel and Conſolation, to ſupport your 
Weakneſs in the midſt of ſuch Diſguſts, and far trom 
advancing the Glory of God, all that you will be 
able to do, will be to keep yourſelf irom being 
hurt, and to avoid the giving of Scandal by your 
Diviſions.” This is but too faithful a Picture of 


the Dangers we are in. I am not ignorant of the 
Graces which God will give, but J remind you, 
that the more you have received of the Gitis of 
God, the more you ſhould fear being unfaithful 
to him. It is you who are to give as much Glory 


and 
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and Joy to his Church, as bad Chriſtians cauſe 
Shame and Grief to it; 'tis you who are to com- 
fort her by your Virtue, and to aſſiſt even 
her worlt and molt erroneous Children. By your 
Prayers, Example, and Care, God grant that you 
may ever riſe from Virtue to Virtue, and that 
being the moſt illuſtrious Part of Feſus Chrift's 
Flock, you may be one with him, as he is with 
his Father to all Eternity. Amer. | 


The END. 


